HOW DOES PITCHING PRACTICE WITH CHRISTINA KATZ WORK?

Christina has created this three-page information sheet in response to your frequently asked questions about Pitching Practice. Please do not hesitate to ask more questions, if you have any. Registration information, contact information and class schedule for the rest of the year are at the bottom of this sheet. Class size is limited to the first twelve students who register.

Course Summary Overview: Pitching Practice

Six weeks of practical experience drafting one query per week. Not for the feint of heart, but great for writers who want to get results from their queries. See recent student comments at the end of this sheet.

Included Materials:

Course overview

6 Sets of Three-page Worksheets

5 Sample Queries/1 Query Template

Once the class begins:

Think of it as a weekly writing workout…

Christina circulates the worksheets and sample queries weekly. Unlike many e-mail and online classes, you do not need any special knowledge beyond how to use regular ol' e-mail to take Pitching Practice.

Get to know your classmates through their writing…

At the beginning of each class, Christina creates and circulates a Class Intro List with the writing bio of each student and his/her photo, so everyone get to know their classmates. When the class is over, Christina circulates the class e-mail list for anyone who wants to connect, socialize or continue to encourage each other in whatever way individuals deem appropriate.

Learn to communicate the way the pros do…

Students work independently alongside classmates, sharing assignments and drafts with Christina as they go. Christina then circulates everyone’s writing with the entire group, and so on, and so on each week. Classes do not necessarily "meet," rather we swap communications over e-mail, just like professional freelancers and editors do (though not usually weekly).

We touch base each week…

Assignments — in this case a draft of a new query each week — are due on Tuesdays by midnight, participants do the exercises in the worksheets and apply what they've learned directly to their queries (unlike WPNA where you also share your worksheets each week in addition to an assignment). Query drafts are shared with the whole class. We also study one professional freelancer’s successful query each week.

You learn by creating…

The class is experiential, because you fulfill weekly assignments and learn how to work writing time into your schedule, just like professional part-time freelancers. You can work anytime throughout the week, when it is convenient for you. To get the most out of the class you should plan on spending anywhere from 5 to 10 hours a week on your assignments.

Not critiquing…

Students in Christina Katz classes do not critique each other’s writing. Sharing class work and samples, along with using the worksheets and writing queries sparks learning without a focus on criticism. However, sharing market ideas and encouragement with fellow students is welcome. The primary focus is for each writer to notice his or her own stumbling blocks and strengths with an emphasis on meeting the goals of the class — which is the same stuff you have to deal with to meet assignment deadlines.

Just as much feedback as you’d receive in a live or online class (if not more)…

Christina responds to the class’ queries as a group after weeks one, two, four and five. She also answers questions that have been submitted throughout the week for the entire class (unless privacy is requested). After weeks three and six, Christina conducts individual critiques of participants work (whatever piece you choose, so long as it was written for the class). She uses the “Track Changes” feature of Microsoft Word to make comments in the text and offers specific marketing guidance that seems appropriate in the moment.

Your instructor is a trained professional and a working writer…

When you receive critique and marketing suggestions from Christina Katz you are benefiting from her professional writing training (an MFA in fiction and nonfiction writing) and professional writer experience (over ten years and 200 published articles), which is constantly evolving and growing.

Walk away with exactly what you need for continued pitching success…

By the time the six weeks are up, you will have collected six sets of worksheets in your binder that you can reuse at any time in the future. After you complete your class assignments, you will have six queries to send out and all the knowledge you need to write your strongest query letters.

Upcoming Class Dates

The 2006 fall class is scheduled to begin October 25th.

Registration information

You can sign up for the classes via check or PayPal on a first-come, first serve basis. Please visit http://www.writersontherise.com/classes.html to use the current Pay Pal links for each class.

Also subscribe to Writers On The Rise monthly zine to hear about special offers on classes: http://www.writersontherise.com/newsletter.html. You can subscribe by visiting the zine.

Please mail payments to: Christina Katz, PO Box 1354, Wilsonville, OR  97070.

Contact Christina with questions or concerns at: christinakatz@earthlink.net
Recent feedback from Pitching Practice participants…

I feel like I gained an entire career’s worth of expertise and insight in a six-week course. I know I will read and reread these materials to keep my nonfiction-writing career focused and productive. 
Materials were targeted, extremely useful, educational, easy to digest, and packed with value. I particularly appreciate all of the tools I can use to prepare, execute and track my pitching process over time. The materials you provided gave me a complete how-to resource for penetrating the mysteries of the nonfiction-publishing world. Plus, your enthusiasm and encouragement helped me overcome my own resistance and fear.
The course workbook will be a valuable tool for years to come. I also enjoyed seeing other students’ work. Gives me lots of ideas and an expanded sense of possibility. I now feel like I have your voice in my ear, cheering me on. It always amazes me that you can communicate so much of you by email!
~ Sage C., Portland, Oregon
I am SOOOO glad I signed up for this class, even though I was convinced I didn't have time for it. Finding time each week was a challenge, but it was hugely rewarding! I have come so far so quickly, and if I'd made another decision, I might still be back where I was, still waiting to get started, still looking for the "right" time. I am going to send out my first query this week, and I began interviewing for one of my ideas yesterday. I am finally taking myself seriously and I am absolutely drowning in ideas! I LOVE IT!!
~ Kristine G., Whitsett, North Carolina
This class really pushes for production. While it’s not for wimps, it is a challenging, but doable experience of writing a weekly query (my current goal for real life) and lots of great feedback and support. It was nice meeting other writers, sharing ideas, etc. The feeling of being part of a community of writers is a nice balance to the isolation at the keyboard.
~ Susan C., Canby, Oregon
This turned around my thinking about writing entirely.  My approach before was to write about something that was on my mind and then file the manuscript away in frustration when I couldn’t come up with an appropriate audience.  I think this approach is much more compatible with my goal of generating income from writing. The lessons were excellent. It was easily able to complete the exercises and see immediately how they related to the pitch letters. I feel that if I consistently use the information from the lessons in my pitch letters, I will have success with assignments.
~ Cindy H., Portland, Oregon
I liked getting the other student’s queries and seeing how they progressed with each draft. I also thought the handouts were very helpful. Christina was great in responding to our many questions as we went through the process of writing and submitting our queries and helping us navigate what happens next as we begin to get responses back from editors.

Lori R., The Dalles, Oregon

